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AMENDMENT(S) TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (currently amended) The biopsy apparatus of claim 1 A biopsy apparatus, comprising: 
a coaxial cannula configured for insertion in tissue with the aid of a mandrel, the coaxial 

cannula having a proximal end and an interior wall; 

a biopsy needle unit configured for insertion into the coaxial cannula after the mandrel is 
removed from the coaxial cannula, the biopsy needle unit haying an exterior wall, an interior 
space, and a longitudinally movable specimen separating device; and 

a sealing element positioned on the proximal end of the coaxial cannula, the seziling 
element being configured to enclose an intermediate space between the interior wall of the coaxial 
cannula and the exterior wall of the biopsy needle unit, wherein the sealing element is configured 
to provide an air outlet of the intermediate space when the biopsy needle unit is inserted into the 
coaxial cannula and is configured to prevent air from entering the intermediate space after the 
needle unit has been positioned and a vacuum has been created in the interior space of the biopsy 
needle , 

wherein the sealing element is an elastic member defining a sealing lip and having an 
interior diameter, the sealing element being pushed over the proximal end of the coaxial cannula, 
the interior diameter being dimensioned to leave open a gap between the sealing lip of the sealing 
element and the biopsy needle unit, and the elasticity of the sealing element is such that, given an 
underpressure in the intermediate space between the exterior wall of the biopsy needle unit and 
the interior wall of the coaxial cannula, the sealing lip of the sealing element at the gap comes into 
contact with the biopsy needle unit to form a seal against the biopsy needle unit. 

3-11. (cancelled) 
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